SIBERIAN BIRD TOURS
(15 days), 5th – 19th of June, 2011
ITINERARY
	1st day:
5th of June, Sunday 
Participants should be aware of ticks in Chebula
	Arrival at Tolmachevo airport in Novosibirsk at 6:00 a.m. flight number xxx
Travel [40 km] to the city of Novosibirsk, the Institute of Soil Science and Agrochemistry situated in the centre of Novosibirsk
Breakfast

Short stop in Novosibirsk for changing money, buying maps, shopping if necessary, preparation of passports for registration (by our hosts). 
Travel [115 km] to the village Chebula.
Lunch and relaxation

Bird-watching in the flooded river valley wetland and short travel [10 km] to one of the local lakes (according to bird numbers and participants’ wishes)
Opening / welcome speech
Russian sauna (banya) - optional
Dinner
Overnight stay in the village of Chebula
Accommodation in a village house or tents (participants’ choice)
Expect to see:
Siberian Rubythroat, Bluethroat, Wryneck, Citrine Wagtail, Long‐tailed Rosefinch and Yellow‐breasted Bunting, among many other species.  

	2nd day:
6th of June, Monday
Participants should be aware of ticks
	Breakfast or breakfast box
Bird-watching in the northern part of forest steppe zone (dry meadow, forest meadow, and aspen-birch forest) 
Lunch

Travel [115 km] to the city of Novosibirsk
Short stop on the way to get passports and registration docs with stamps

Travel [170 km] to the village of Tal’menka
Set up camp

Short bathing in the river/relaxation (for non-hardcore birders!)
Dinner/BBQ evening 
Overnight stay in tents near the village of Tal’menka on the Chumysh riverside 

	3rd day:
7th of June, Tuesday
Participants should be aware of ticks 

	Bird-watching in the valley of the Chumysh river (we could make it also after breakfast according to participants’ wishes)

Breakfast 
Travel [85 km] to the city of Barnaul (via Kazachi village and the town of Novoaltaisk)

Short stop in Barnaul (to buy fresh food) 
Optional:  short tour around the centre of the city (shopping, changing money, internet café, international call office etc.) 

Travel [30 km] to the Agri academic town
Lunch on the way 

Set up camp

Bird-watching in southern part of forest steppe zone (birch - aspen forest "islands" and vegetation of true steppe and dry meadows) 

Dinner

Overnight stay in tents near the Agri academic town on the Ob riverside
Among the many species we expect to see, Siberian Rubythroat,
Long‐tailed Rosefinch and Yellow‐breasted Bunting are probably the biggest jewels. Also White‐winged Black Terns and Common Terns, accompanied by the sound of countless Blyth’s Reed Warblers coming from the nearby bushes. Pallid Harrier, Greater Spotted Eagle and White-backed Woodpecker may be encountered here as well.

	4th day:
8th of June, Wednesday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [160 km] to the city of Biysk (via the village of Troitskoye)

Birding (brief stops) on the way in southern part of forest steppe zone
Short stop in Biysk to buy fresh food

Travel [100 km] to the village of Platovo (via the village of Srostki) 

Lunch on the way

Travel [160 km] to the Seminskiy Pass (via town of Maima, village of Ust-Sema, town of Shebalino, village of Kumalyr)
Birding on arrival (if still light), search for Ural Owl at dusk
Dinner (in sport camp canteen)
Preparation for tomorrow’s trekking tour

Overnight stay in hotel (sport camp) near the Seminskiy Pass

	5th day:
9th of June, Thursday
	Pre-breakfast walk to marsh for displaying Swinhoe’s Snipe among other species.
Breakfast

Bird watching in mountain subalpine forest belt - Cedar pine (Pinus sibirica) forest. Hiking towards the top of Sarlyk (= yak) mountain - 2507m a.s.l. and back to the sport camp. 
Lunchbox for the hike
Russian sauna, relaxation
Dinner

Overnight stay in hotel (sport camp) near the Seminskiy Pass
Expect to see:  Black‐throated Thrush, Swinhoe’s Snipe, Olive‐backed Pipit, Black-throated Accentor, Hawfinch, Brambling & Siberian Tit.
Possible: Eastern Imperial Eagle, Golden Eagle, Ural Owl, Red‐flanked Bluetail.

	6th day:
10th of June, Friday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [50 km] to the town of Ongudai
Birding on the way (all day)
Short stop in Ongudai to buy fresh food

Travel [40 km] to the Chike-Taman Pass
Lunch on the way

Travel [130 km] to the village of Chibit
Set up camp 
Dinner
Overnight stay in tents near the village of Chibit on the Chuya riverside
Expect to see:

Flycatchers will be a major attraction, with Spotted, Dark‐sided

and Taiga Flycatcher all breeding in the forests. 
White’s Thrush (more likely heard than seen), Pine Bunting and Yellowhammer, Booted Eagle, Black Vulture or more Eastern Imperial Eagles; Lesser Kestrels, Pied & Isabelline Wheatear and the eastern race of Black Redstart

	7th day:
11th of June, Saturday

	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [60 km] via town Aktash to the Ulaganskiy pass – 2080m (via the “Red Gates”)

Birding in the mountain forest belt

Travel [50 km] to the town of Aktash and short shopping stop there

Travel [80 km] to the camp site
Lunch

Birding; relaxation

Dinner

Overnight stay in tents near the village of Kurai on the Chuya riverside

Expect to see:

Phylloscopus warblers will receive extra attention, with Siberian Chiffchaff, Hume’s Leaf Warbler, Greenish Warbler and Dusky Warbler all occurring in the area. Scanning the skies will be of interest, with Steppe and Upland Buzzards and the ever present Black-eared Kites, together with the occasional Booted Eagle and Black Vulture. Siberian Rubythroat, Black‐throated Accentor and Oriental Turtle Dove and Oriental Cuckoo regularly put in an appearance.

	8th day:
12th of June, Sunday

	Breakfast or breakfast box
Birding in Kurai intermontane trough and surrounding foothills
Travel [40 km] to the village of Chagan – Uzun
Lunch 
Birding in the mountains just before the Chuya intermontane trough 
Travel [40 km] to village of Ortolik and further to the campsite 
Dinner

Overnight stay in the tents between the villages of  Ortolik and Beltir on Chagan-Uzun riverside
Expect to see:

Ruddy Shelduck, Demoiselle Crane, White-winged Black Tern, Citrine Wagtail, Rock Thrush, Ortolan
Possible: Pacific Swift, Père David’s Snowfinch, Bar‐headed Goose, Hill Pigeon

	9th day:
13th of June, Monday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [20 km, bad road] to the village of Beltir (via the village of Ortolyk) 
Birding in the Chuya intermontane trough and foothills of the surrounding mountains

Visiting consequence of the last (2003) strong earthquake (landslide etc.)

Lunch on the way

Travel [50 km, bad road] to the town of Kosh-Agach 

Travel [50 km, bad road] to the campsite in the valley of Kokorya river 

Optional: visiting local family / tasting Altai national dishes 

Overnight stay in tents on the Kokorya riverside
Expect to see:

Horned Lark, Desert Wheatear, Twite, Chough, Rock Sparrow

	10th day:
14th of June, Tuesday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [50 km, bad road] to the town of Kosh-Agach
Travel [60 km, bad road] in direction to the village of Belyashi (Djazator) up to Tarahatinskoe lake (at 2325m a.s.l.) 
Birding on the way, near the lake and in the surrounding mountains

Lunch on the way
Setup camp 
Dinner
Overnight stay in tents on the shore of the lake
Expect to see:

Slavonian Grebe, Red-crested Pochard, White-winged Scoter, White-winged Black Tern, Citrine Wagtail 

	11th day:
15th of June, Wednesday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [60 km, bad road] to the town of Kosh-Agach 

Lunch on the way

Travel [160 km] to the village of Inya
Travel [110 km] to the Seminskiy pass
Birding on the way (all day)
Set up camp

Dinner

Overnight stay in tents on Katun riverside  or at Seminsk hotel 

	12th day:

16th of June, Thursday


	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [290 km] to the village of Korobeinikovo
Birding on the way

Lunch on the way

Birding in flooded plain of Charysh river 

Overnight stay in tents near the village of Korobeinikovo (N 52°10', E 83°45') 

	13th day:

17th of June, Friday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Travel [210 km] to the village Mamontovo (N 52°43', E 81°37')

Lunch on the way

Birding on the local lakes (Bolshoe Ostrovnoe lake, Gor’koe lake)
Travel [40 km] to the village Chernaya Kur’ya
Overnight stay in the tents near the village of Chernaya Kur’ya on the shore of Gor’koe lake  

Expect to see: Pallas’ Gull, Great White Egret, breeding and passage waders, Paddyfield Warbler, Great Reed Warbler

	14th day: 

18th of June, Saturday
	Breakfast (& birding before)
Birding on the way
Travel [160 km] to the city of Barnaul
Lunch on the way

Travel [240 km] to the city of Novosibirsk
Farewell party

Overnight hotel stay in the city of Novosibirsk

	15th day: 

19th of June, Sunday
	Early breakfast 

Travel [15 km] to the airport Tolmachevo for a departure at 6:00 a.m. flight number ...  (returning to UK approx. 1pm, with the 6 hour time difference).


NB: the exact route and timings of the tour will depend on bird activity, weather conditions, etc.
